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HOUSEHOLD KITCHEN OPENING APPLIANCE 



Field of the Invention 



This invention relates to a household kitchen opening 
appliance, particularly for opening cans, jars, bottles or bags. 



The disclosure of U.S. Patent No. 5,676,440, is hereby 
incorporated by reference herein. 



Kitchen can openers often are provided with auxiliary 
features useful for opening products other than cans. For 
example, can openers are known which have bottle openers for 
removing bottle caps, bag slitters for opening bags, and hones 
for sharpening knives or scissors. Many households have various 
separate kitchen tools, such as jar openers, especially for 
opening wide-mouth jars, can openers, and bottle openers. In 
addition, many households have kitchen scissors for opening bags 
or for cutting food items, such as whole fryer chickens, into 
smaller portions. These tools are often haphazardly kept in 
cabinet drawers along with other tools and various other items 
and can be a nuisance to retrieve when needed. 



An object of this invention is to provide an opening center 
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by which a single appliance provides multiple opening functions 
commonly needed in a kitchen using various different tools. 

Another object of this invention is to provide an opening 
center which is conveniently available and can be permanently 
5 installed in a single location in a kitchen. More specifically, 
an object of this invention is to provide a kitchen opening 
center which can be mounted under a kitchen cabinet with its 
several tools conveniently accessible and useable. 
□ In accordance with this invention, an under-the-cabinet 

rtjio household kitchen opening appliance is provided that comprises an 
gi electrically operated can opener, a manually-operated jar opener 

j=i mounted under a kitchen cabinet, and a sheath for a scissors in 
7" addition to other features such as a bottle opener and a hone, 

r: An under-the-cabinet household opening appliance in 

fl5 accordance with this invention includes an electric can opener, a 
"5 jar opener mounted on the bottom wall of the can opener housing, 

and a sheath for a scissors on the back of the housing. A 
scissors holder in the sheath releasably retains a scissors 
within the sheath. The appliance preferably also includes a 
20 bottle opener and a hone. 

' Other objects and advantages will become apparent from the 
following description and the drawings. 

Brief Description of the Drawings 
FIG. 1 is a front, top and right side perspective view of a 
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household kitchen opening appliance in accordance with this 
invention, the appliance being shown assembled on a mounting 
bracket assembly. 

FIG. 2 is a fragmentary, exploded front, top and left side 
5 perspective view of the opening appliance and a mounting bracket 
forming part of the mounting assembly. 

FIG. 3 is a fragmentary, exploded view of the housing and a 
cover member for a sheath for holding a scissors in accordance 
□ with this invention, a clamp used to hold the scissors partly in 
So the sheath, and a scissors which may be inserted in the sheath. 
m FIG. 4 is a fragmentary perspective view of the lower front 

q and left side portion of the housing of the opening appliance of 

this invention showing a bottle opener exploded away from the 
£7 housing. 

fTL5 FIG. 5 is a fragmentary perspective view of the back and 

bottom of the housing of the opening appliance of this invention 
showing a jar opener exploded away from the housing. 

FIG. 6 is a bottom plan view of the opening center of this 
invention. 

Detailed Description 
Referring to FIGS. 1 and 2, a household kitchen opening 
appliance, generally designated 10, in accordance with this 
invention is shown mounted to the underneath side of a kitchen 
5 cabinet 12 by a mounting arrangement, generally designated 14 
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including a mounting bracket assembly 44. The precise mounting 
arrangement 14 and the bracket assembly 44 are unimportant for 
purposes of this invention. These may be essentially the same as 
the mounting arrangement 14 and the bracket assembly 44 shown and 
5 described in the aforementioned patent no. 5, 676,440. Therefore, 
these parts are not further disclosed herein. Appliance 10 
comprises a generally rectangular housing 16 carrying a can 
opener assembly, generally designated 18. Housing 16 comprises a 
q front portion 20 and a rear portion 22, preferably made of a 

^0 plastic material, such as ABS, which is presently preferred, 
Jjj polypropylene or polystyrene or other suitable material, mated 
g together to partially enclose and carry the can opener assembly 
J* 18. Front portion 20 and rear portion 22 of housing 16 cooperate 

H to define a front wall 23A, a rear wall 23B, two side walls 23C, 

[ 15 and a bottom wall 2 3D. 

^ Can opener assembly 18 preferably includes an automatic 

knife mechanism, generally designated 24, which may be identical 
to the knife mechanism illustrated in the aforementioned patent 
no. 5,676,440. 

20 With reference to FIG. 2, the upper part of the housing 16 

is provided with a cavity 42 for storing a power cord 28 and its 
plug (not shown) when appliance 10 is not mounted under-the- 
cabinet. A notch 43 is provided in the rear wall 23B of the 
housing 16 through which the power cord 28 extends when the 
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appliance 10 is mounted under a cabinet. (The cord 28 is omitted 
in FIG. 3.) 

With reference to FIGS. 4, 5 and 6, other features of the 
appliance 10 of this invention optionally include a conventional 
5 flange-type bottle opener 36 attached to the housing 16 below the 
can opener assembly 18 by two screws 37. The bottle opener 36 is 
located within a recess 38 at the center of the lower front 
portion of the housing 16. In addition, a hone or honing stone 
n 40 is trapped in a pocket 41 formed along one side of the housing 

JO 16 by mating portions of the two housing portions 20 and 22. 
^ Because the bottle opener 3 6 and the hone 40 are both optional 
^ features and may be entirely conventional, they are not further 
= described herein. 

1=7 Referring to FIGS. 3 and 6, in accordance with this 

Hl5 invention, the appliance is provided with a downwardly-open, 
vertically-extending, scissors-receiving sheath, generally 
designated 50, for a scissors, such as the illustrated scissors 
52. The sheath 50 is formed by the rear wall 23B of the housing 
16 and a cover member 54 connected to the rear wall 23 by screws 
20 56. A scissors holder or clamp 58 comprising a pair of 

cooperating spring metal clamp members 60 and 62, mounted by 
screws 64 respectively on the housing rear wall 23B and the cover 
member 54, releasably retain the scissors 52 within the sheath 50 
when the scissors 52 are inserted upwardly from below the 
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appliance 10 . 

Further in accordance with this invention, with reference to 
FIGS. 5 and 6, a jar opener, generally designated 70 is mounted 
on the bottom wall 23D of the housing 16. The jar opener 70 
5 includes a pair of elongate stainless steel plates 74 and 76 
which extend at an acute angle outwardly from the rear to the 
front of the bottom wall 23D. The plates 74 and 76 are clamped 
to respective support pads 78 and 80 formed on the housing bottom 
= wall 23D, by respective clamp plates 82 and 84. The steel plate 
Sfo 76 has a series of saw teeth 86 along its exposed edge for 
]H gripping the edge of a jar lid. As evident, and as indicated by 

[f phantom lines in FIG. 6, a jar (not shown) with a lid 90, may be 

pressed upwardly against the housing bottom wall 2 3D and 
O rearwardly into firm engagement with the stainless steel strips 

M.5 76 and 78 and then rotated to loosen the lid 90. 
J3 Although the presently preferred embodiment of this 

invention has been described, it will be understood that within 
the purview of the invention various changes may be made within 
the scope of the following claims. 
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